
     In mid-October, Elizabeth (Betsy) Mallinckrodt Bryden 
came to visit the Sisters at the Motherhouse.  Betsy had 
contacted S. Joann Marie and wished to come to Mendham. 
She lives in New York City and drove out for the day, joining 
the Sisters for dinner, conversing with the Sisters and telling 
them of her pleasure to be here.  
     Betsy is a descendant from the Mallinckrodt family
who left Germany and settled in St. Louis, Missouri 
several generations ago. She is a cousin of Anita Mallinckrodt, 
author of the book From Knights to Pioneers.  The book 
traces the 750-year history of the family through its immigra-
tion to Missouri in 1831 and beyond.  (A copy inscribed by 
George Mallinckrodt who visited  in 2004 is in the library.)  
    Betsy was visited several years ago by Udo Mallinckrodt, of 
Los Angeles, a descendant  of Herman, Bl. Pauline’s brother.  
After dinner Betsy enjoyed a tour of the Heritage Room. She was interested in everything, especially  the 
center showcase with the personal effects of Mother Pauline.  The visit ended with a tour of Villa Pauline Re-
treat and Spiritual Center. It was a delight to meet her.  -Sister Mary Veronica Kulsar
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Elizabeth Mallinckrodt Visits Mendham

L to R: Sr. Mary Veronica Kulsar, Sr. Patrice Owens, 
Elizabeth Mallinckrodt and Sr. Joann Marie Aumand

Sisters Bring Haiti Relief
     "I live in the Caribbean - can you believe it?” Sr. Marilyn
  Minter, CSSF, does indeed live in the Caribbean as a 
  Felician Sister of North America, where she and three other
  Sisters work among the poorest of the poor in Jacmel, Haiti.
  It was a privilege to hear Sr. Marilyn speak to our sisters at 
  the Motherhouse in September about their mission in Haiti. 
  The Felician Sisters first went to Haiti after the earthquake in
  2010, dedicating themselves to helping residents get 
  resettled. After several trips, the Sisters established a
  mission in Jacmel in 2018, and members of the religious 
  order live and minister there.
     Sr. Marilyn described Haiti as a country full of natural 

beauty, but also plagued with poverty and corruption. Despite this, Haitians are survivors and people of hope. 
In Jacmel, the Sisters heal the sick, provide clean water, feed the hungry, and educate tomorrow’s leaders.
     Following Sr. Marilyn’s dynamic presentation, we began a Haiti Relief Fund which enabled us to send 
medical supplies to the Missionaries of Charity in Port au Prince. Sr. Mary Mark Smith’s sisters, Jeanne Smith 
and Linda Mummert, as well as our employees who have families in Haiti, donated clothes, shoes and supplies 
to be stored in the Felician Sisters warehouse in Lodi, NJ until a container is shipped.   
     If you would like to contribute to the Haiti Relief Fund to continue our collaborative work with other 
communities who have missions in Haiti, send your donation to Sisters of Christian Charity indicating “Haiti 
Relief." It is a work of the Gospel and our response to the cry of the poor.
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New Director of Mission Advancement
     We welcome Mrs. Maria Rotolo as 
our new Director of Mission Advancement. 
A resident of Morris Plains, NJ, Maria 
graduated from King’s College in PA 
with a Bachelor of Science in Business 
Administration. Her graduate work was 
done at St. Elizabeth University where 
she received Masters in Management with 
a concentration in Marketing. Her most 
recent experience was as a Regional Director of Business 
Development with Genesis HealthCare.
     With her husband, Michael, she has two children, 
Carmine – 7 and Noelle – 4 who attend Catholic school in 
Morris County.
     One of her main goals is to make the SCC Community 
more visible in the surrounding area. At the same time, 
she wishes to assure all our present benefactors of our 
gratitude for their ongoing support. We are happy to have 
Maria as a part of our SCC Community!

           
 

Interested in a Summer Retreat at Villa Pauline?                                                                                                                          
Directed – June 21-28                                                                                                                                            
Guided – July 15-21 - Chris Koellhoffer, IHM                                                                                                           
Preached – August 7-14 – Lawrence Lewis, MM, Ph. D                                                                                                         
More info at www.scceast.org

                 Zoom Talk Highlights St. Joseph
     Sr. Mary Edward Spohrer chose a fitting topic to end the 
“Year of St. Joseph” – a Zoom videoconference entitled St. 
Joseph – Man of the Year, hosted by Villa Pauline Retreat 
and Spiritual Center. With the aid of Scripture, thoughts 
from the saints, and music, Sister reflected on the qualities 
of St. Joseph’s vocation as a husband, father, and friend, 
and how each can inspire Catholics in their own faith 
journeys. During her lively presentation, Sr. Mary Edward 
added, “St. Joseph is not only the man of the year, but 
also the man of the past two millennia since the coming 
of Christ. He is the man of God forever, who lived with a 
tremendous love for God and openness to God’s will.” 
      Sister is currently the music minister at St. Patrick’s 
Church, Spencerville, OH, and resides at St. John the 
Baptist Convent, Delphos.      

Dear Family and Friends, 
     It gives me deep joy to wish each of   
 you a happy and Blessed New Year of 
 2022! I pray that the year ahead is filled 
with peace, joy, and many opportunities 
to make a positive difference in our 
world. These days are filled with so 

many cries, needs and hungers to respond to. Hungers for 
peace, health, holiness, food, safe refuge, healings, justice, 
equality, life, and truth. The Sisters have chosen a theme to 
“Be Healers for our Wounded World” as we strive daily to 
be compassionate listeners to those who are crying to be 
heard and understood. I invite you to join us in practicing 
compassionate love as we make every effort to live and 
make visible the love of God in our wounded world. 
     In the name of all the Sisters I want to express my deep-
est gratitude to you for all you do to support our Sisters with 
your financial gifts and your spiritual prayers of support. 
Your friendship and encouragement are gifts we treasure 
and in return we support you daily with our prayers.  
     As we begin this Year of the Eucharist declared by the 
United States Bishops, our daily prayers before the Bless-
ed Sacrament are for you and your families. Our mission 
statement and the words of our dear Mother Pauline invite 
us to respond with all our hearts to the cries around us. 
May we continue our journey as we strive to make a differ-
ence in the lives of all those we meet each day during this 
new year. 

With much love, 

“The Eucharistic love of Christ impels us to  
receive and give God’s love daily  

for the life of the world.” 
“We should have an inexpressibly great heart  

with nothing in it but love.”

Srs. Immaculata (left) and Nicholas enjoy the new ramp.

Upcoming Programs you won’t want to miss in 
2022!    

January 22, 2022 -- Mindfulness Meditation as a Path 
to Wholeness and Peace  
Presenter: S. Mary Joan Smith                                                                                                                                          
February 26 - The Power of the Serenity Prayer                                                                                          
Presenter: Audrey Byrum                                                                                                                                            
Mar. 8, 15, 22, 29, Apr. 5  -  Lenten  Prayer: Return  
to the Root    Presenter: S. Teresa Skierkowski                                                                                                              
March 12 The Parables of  Mercy 
Presenter: Judy Schiavo                                                                                                                     
April 9 – Holy Week Triduum: On the Journey                                                                                            
Presenter: Rev. James Wallace, CSSR                                                                                                                                       
April 29 - Poetry as a Spiritual Practice: Presenter:                                                                                                             
Suzanne Dowd, LCSW

The Handicap Ramp is now Complete!

The View from Villa Pauline



Sisters of Christian Charity Celebrate Anniversaries 
     On August 21, 2021, we celebrated the 172nd anniversary of the founding of the Congregation along with the 
anniversaries of 14 Sisters. Celebrating the Eucharistic Liturgy in the Chapel of Mary Immaculate was Rev. Dr. Hubertus 
R. Drobner, DD, professor of Church History and Patristics in the Theological Faculty at the University of Paderborn, 
Germany, and friend of the SCCs. In the afternoon, we took part in our annual Commissioning Service, which marks the 
beginning of a new “apostolic year” in our ministries. 
     In August, three Sisters celebrated the Rite of Final Profession: Sisters Mathilde DeLucy, Bridget Harakel, and Clara 
Kim. Two postulants were invested as novices: Sr. Madeleine Davis (Abby) and Sr. Manuela Guimaraes.

Sister Jubilarians of 2021: Front row (from left): S. Maria Assumpta Shurer, 70 years; May Martha Garzon, 60 years; 
S. Mary Catherine Slattery, 70 years; S. Teresa Skierkowski, 50 years; S. Marie Colette Martelli, 50 years;  S. Nicholas 
Campasano, 70 years; S. Beatrice Kellet, 70 years; Back row (from left) S. Marie Pauline Demek, 50 years; S. Janice 
Marie Kraft, 50 years; S. Judith Blair, 60 years; S. Joann Marie Aumand, Provincial Superior; S. Mary Vu, 25 years; 
S. Patrice Owens, 50 years; S. Jude Biank, 50 years. Not pictured: S. Nivarda Filip, 75 years (deceased).
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Leadership Teams Meet in Wilmette

     The leadership team in Wilmette, IL (Sr. Juliana, 
Sr. Monica, Sr Mary Ann and Sr. Anastasia) welcomed 
Sr. Joann Marie, Sr. Patrice and Sr. Esther for a visit 
in September. Both teams spent time visiting the new 
international House of Discernment at Our Lady of Mercy 
Parish in inner city Chicago. Fr. Nick Desmond, the pastor, 
shared with the two teams his vision and goals for the 
parish and how the sisters, Sr. Marie Cecilia, Sr. Marisol 
and Sr. Carol would have the opportunity to be engaged 
in a variety of parish ministries. These included liturgy, 
religious education, Sacramental preparation, hospitality, 
teaching ESL and music ministry. 
     Besides business meetings, the Sisters from the East 
were treated to a relaxing boat ride on Lake Michigan, 
(pictured above), a tour of downtown Chicago, and precious

..

time getting to know the sisters at Sacred Heart Convent. At
Resurrection Convent they shared a meal and conversation 
with the three sisters missioned there. They were also given 
a tour of the new convent.
     Both leadership teams look to a bright future with more 
opportunities for even greater communion and collaboration 
as one SCC North American Province sharing the charism 
and mission of Mother Pauline.     -Sister Patrice Owens

     The 8th Annual SCC Golf Outing was held at Cedar Hill 
Golf and Country Club, Livingston, NJ. Our golfers enjoyed 
a beautiful and brisk autumn day, competing for skills prizes 
and the chance to win a new electric Ford Mustang. Bishop 
Kevin J. Sweeney of the Diocese of Paterson, NJ, who also 
golfed, read a Golfer’s Prayer as the players headed out to 
the links for an enjoyable afternoon of friendly competition. 
We thank our sponsors and golfers for their continued 
support of this annual fundraiser.   -Elaine Thornberry
Save the Date for the 9th Annual Golf Outing on September
29, 2022 at Cedar Hill Golf and Country Club.

SCCs Sponsor Golf Outing

The golfers are cheered on by Sister Joann Marie 
Aumand and Elaine Thornberry in their golfcart.

The Leadership Teams enjoy a boat ride together on 
Lake Michigan.



     Our two first 
year novices, Sister 
Manuela Guimaraes 
and Sister Madeleine 
Davis went to Eva’s 
Kitchen. They were 
able to tour the larger 
Eva’s Village complex. 
On Fridays, the novices 
help serve hot meals 
at Eva’s Kitchen with 
other volunteers from 
the area.
     Eva’s Kitchen serves 
individuals struggling 
with poverty, hunger, 
homelessness and ad-
dictions. The Novices have been helping prepare 200 lunch 
bags, as well as over 200 hot meals, for people on the street 
and in Eva’s residential program. 
     The Volunteer Coordinator, Angela, shared with the Sis-
ters that a local dentist volunteers his time treating clients, 
which may even include giving them dental implants. Sister 
Manuela was touched when she saw their “smile wall.”  Sister 
said: ”You could see in their faces how transformed they felt 
– the power of a smile.”
     Sister Madeleine found it particularly striking how through 
first serving food to the hungry, more doors were opened to 
serve the other needs of clients. “It really helps me see just 
how important this simple ministry of packing meals can be.” 
-Sister Manuela Guimaraes & Sister Madeleine Davis

     I work for Aveanna Healthcare at their Pediatric 
Day Health Center in Wilkes-Barre, PA. The center is 
designed for the care of  medically fragile children from in-
fancy up to preschool age. We, the nursing team at Avean-
na, assume total care of the children while they are at the 
center so that their primary caregivers (parents, grandpar-
ents, fosterparents, etc.) are able to work or go to school. 
We feed the children, assess them for any changes in their 
physical condition, administer any medications, feedings, 
or treatments they need, plan and execute educational and 
recreational activities, and provide nurse-supervised trans-
portation.  It is a great grace to be able to provide a safe, 
nurturing environment for these children who have gone 
through so much at such a young age.
-Sister Marie Jose de la Rosa

The narratives on these two pages exemplify the 
variety of ministries in which the SCCs serve.

     I  am a Certified Nurses Aide at 
Holy Family Senior Living in Bethle-
hem, PA. Usually, I work the day shift 
on our short term rehab floor. There 
are times however, where l am asked 
to work on our second floor long term 
care, or third floor dementia and 
Alzheimer’s unit. 
    These patients require all my practical skills plus a lot 
of compassionate caring.  This is truly a work of Christian 
Charity and I am happy to be able to serve in this capacity.
-Sister Celice Marie Gonzalez

patients, their families and the staff at the hospital.  
     As the pandemic continues to challenge all of us, espe-
cially the sick and the healthcare workers, I am glad to be 
here able to respond to the many needs present today. I 
find the ministry challenging; however it has been meaning-
ful and fulfilling to accompany and support people as they 
go through the Pascal Mystery in their own lives.
-Sister Theresa Marie Tran
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      In the last issue of Weavings we introduced Sister Maria 
  Angeline Weiss as the newly appointed Director of Vocations  
  for the SCCs. Sister has decisively taken on that role as the  
  following activities demonstrate. 
       In July, a few Sisters and I participated in the Allentown Diocese
  FIAT days. At DeSales University we collaborated with the IHM 
  Sisters of Philadelphia and a few other communities who serve in   
  the diocese. There were about 30 girls in attendance. We prayed 
  the Liturgy of the Hours, attended daily Mass, Rosary, and Holy 
  Hour, along with games, crafts, and other activities.  
       Some of the places I have visited to talk about vocations include: 

     The disappoint-
ment of not being 
able to go to the 
Philippines turned 
into an opportunity 
for me to serve in a 
new capacity as a 
chaplain.  I am grate-
ful for this opportunity 
to live with and join the 
sisters in Williamsport 
as they minister to the 

    Regina Pacis Homeschool Co-op in Branchville, NJ; Good Shep-
herd formation program in Drums, PA; Cathedral School in Metuchen, NJ; Franciscan University in Steubenville, OH. 
     Monthly, young women join our virtual discernment group called HEART. This is an acronym for Hear. Encounter. Ask. Receive. 
Transform. We discuss discernment, the SCC mission and charism, and present day ministries. 
     I conduct a girls club at NativityMiguel called, Go Bravely. It is centered on the book of the same name, by Emily Wilson. I am cur-
rently working with the 7th grade girls, but I will soon rotate to the 8th grade, as well as the graduates.  
    To conclude National Vocation Awareness Week, we had a Come and See Retreat. Two young women attended and experienced 
first hand the overall daily life of a Sister of Christian Charity. Pictured above are the two women doing a craft activity with some of the 
sisters. Both young women enjoyed their weekend and expressed interest in coming for another visit.  -Sister Maria Angeline Weiss

Sisters Gabrielle Nguyen (left) and 
Sister Theresa Marie Tran serve 

as Chaplains in Williamsport.



 
accomplished on August 26, 2021. Support from religious 
communities has remained consistently strong, as well.  
     Now the Diocese of Paterson is reaching out to religious 
communities to seek a new Director for the Center. Under 
Sister Ann Marie Paul, who served as the Director since the 
beginning, the Center has flourished serving many women 
and children. Her commitment to the families of Passaic 
has positioned the Center for a hope-filled future. 

      It has been a few months in Chicago since we began 
our Resurrection community. We are not in the convent yet, 
but the three of us are forming a community here within 
Sacred Heart Convent while still being part of its larger 
community. Being here is a blessing to us in so many ways. 
Sharing and gleaning the wisdom of these senior sisters 
who are truly sources of spiritual growth. 
     Officially we began our ministry the weekend of August 
28th. It was a blessing to see the joy in peoples’ eyes 
when they spied us in church or outside as we greeted 
them.  Fr. Nick Desmond, our pastor, introduced us to the 
parishioners who welcomed us and made us feel right at 
home. Our weekend parish ministries include:  hospitality, 
teaching CCD and Sacramental preparation at Our 
Lady of Mercy and St. Francis Xavier parishes.  During 
the weekdays we participate in staff meetings, parent 
meetings as scheduled, choir practice, online classes and 
preparation for our Religious Education work.  
     We are excited to be a part of this pioneering adventure 
and look forward to an enriching experience building an 
international  community in Resurrection Convent and 
serving God’s people in the Diocese of Chicago. 
 -Sister Marisol Garcia, Sister Marie Cecilia Landis and 
Sister Carol Bredenkamp

The narratives on these two pages exemplify the 
variety of ministries in which the SCCs serve.

(from left): Sr. Marie Cecilia Landis, Sr. Marisol Garcia, 
Sr. Mary Joseph Schultz, Sr. Carol Bredenkamp, 

           

     Since opening its doors on September 24, 2013, 
Passaic Neighborhood Center for Women has seen 
more than 16,000 visits from the women of Passaic. The 
women who come to the Center are primarily Spanish speak-
ing immigrants. They take English, quilting and crocheting 
classes, cultivate and maintain a flourishing urban garden, 
use computer-based programs to strengthen their language 
skills, and participate in educational workshops. To respond 
to food insecurity, the Center helps with purchasing food and 
operates a diaper bank. During the pandemic, this assistance 
has been vital to the families of Passaic.  
    The first “spark” of the idea for the Center came from Bish-
op Serratelli’s annual meeting with the Major Superiors of the 
Diocese of Paterson.  Bishop Sweeney has continued this 
strong support. When the Center’s lease expired this year, 
diocesan leadership was instrumental in finding a new home 
for the Center and facilitated the move, which was 
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     Sister Joelle Thren, who ministers in Ocean City, 
NJ, received the Bishop’s Medal from Bishop Dennis 
Sullivan of the Camden Diocese. It is the first time 
the Bishop has conferred this honor. There were 75 
nominations throughout the Camden Diocese and 
Larry Lou Highes, Diocesan Director of the Faith 
Formation and Family Life Office, nominated Sister. 
     The medal was conferred in recognition of Sister 
Joelle’s over forty years of service in the catechetical 
ministry. Sister said it was a lovely ceremony and 
coincided with the opening of the synodal process in 
Camden. -Sister Joelle Thren

     
     

    
Sister Monique Eloizard received a $5000.00 
Scholarship through Seton Hall’s Lombardi Award. 
Sister received the following announcement:
     “I am pleased to inform you that you have been 
selected as the Dr. Donald N. Lombardi Scholar for 
the 2020-2021 academic year. Dr. Lombardi was 
a distinguished and beloved teacher, mentor, and 
scholar who served on the faculty of the Department 
of Psychology at Seton 
Hall University for almost 
40 years.... Based upon 
your exemplary academic 
performance and record 
of service, I know that Dr. 
Lombardi would be pleased 
and proud that you will benefit 
from the prestigous scholarship 
that bears his name.”
-Sister Monique Eloizard

  6    

Holy Spirit Medical Center Celebrates 
One Year with Penn State Health

    “The transition of Holy Spirit into Penn State 
Health one year ago brought together two well-known 
and respected organizations for the benefit of our 
region,” said Kyle Snyder, Chief Operating Officer. 
“It strengthened health care choices, preserved 
continuity  of care for Holy Spirit patients, retained 
the system’s talented and experienced workforce and 
continued honoring the hospital’s long held Catholic 
affiliation.”

UPMC Susquehanna Health Update
     In the latest issue of Foundation Focus - news from 
the Susquehanna Health Foundation - Sister Teresa 
Ann Jacobs, (Vice  Chair of the Susquehanna Health 
Foundation Board), reports on some of the ongoing 
upgrades within the system. 
“Projects on our target list include renovating and 
enhancing our physical medicine and rehabilitation 
foundation facilities with new, cutting-edge rehab 
equipment; private rooms; and innovative elements for 
patients who may have suffered a stroke, traumatic 
brain injury, fractures, burns or multiple traumas.
...what the Susquehanna Health Foundation does as 
a philanthropic organization would be vastly different 
without our affiliation with UPMC, a relationship 
that we’re thrilled to say has now reached its fifth 
anniversary. 
     Aligning with UPMC opened up the type of access  
that those of us associated with a philanthropic 
institution could only dream of.”
     

     Sister Diane Moughan, 
Sister John Paul Thorley 
and Sister Marlene Weitzel 
received the Vivere Christus 
Est Award presented in 
recognition of their selfless 
service to the people of 
the Parish of St. Cecilia in 
Rockaway, NJ.

Sisters Receive Recognition



Sisters participate in the Creation Day's activities: (from Top-counterclockwise): Sisters clean up birds' nests; some 
learn to make bags from shirts; a third group of Sisters goes on the tree walk; Sisters work at constructing a bat house.
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Our 2019 Provincial Chapter commissioned us to 
“actively practice and promote an all-embracing 
social justice.”  While there are many critical 
concerns in our world today the JPIC team has been 
focused on three areas:  Immigration, Racial Equity 
and Creation Care.  The working groups for these 
issues meet regularly to discuss up to date information 
and to engage in and suggest initiatives that promote 
prayer, education and action. Here are some highlights 
of each working group.
Immigration:  This group is working on a proposal to 
create a Pauline Fund that would be a discretionary 
budget for emergency needs for immigrants in our 
ministries.  They are also researching the immigrant 
roots of our sisters in the United States. 
Creation Care: Our environmental team hosted 
a Creation Celebration at the Motherhouse on  
September 25th during the Season of Creation. Our 
keynote speaker, Sr. Bette Ann Jaster, OP, shared 
with us some of the many ways we can engage 
with creation to heighten our appreciation and to 
motivate us to do more to save our suffering earth.  
We celebrated liturgy with Fr. Michael Drury and 
participated in group activities in the afternoon such 
as: making bat houses and reusable shopping bags 
out of T-Shirts, cleaning bird houses, and taking a tree 
walk on the beautiful Motherhouse grounds. 

Racial Equity: This team is preparing reflections 
for Lent that focus on inclusion and solidarity.  Team 
members attend workshops via zoom and listen to 
talks and discuss them in their small group. 

Laudato Si’ Action Platform: The Vatican Dicastery 
for Promoting Integral Human Development has 
launched a program asking Religious Communities 
and six other sectors to commit to a seven year plan 
based on the encyclical “Laudato Si’” by Pope Francis. 
The seven goals are aimed at hearing the cry of 
the earth and the cry of the poor as well as living a 
more sustainable lifestyle.  As a community we have 
made a public commitment to this endeavor and will 
be creating a plan that is aligned with our charism 
and with the urgent needs of our earth. Look for the 
statement of commitment on our SCC website.  

JPIC Update: Every month the JPIC office publishes 
an Update highlighting recent justice issues  and 
providing relevant resources for prayer, education and 
action around the issues. You can find the Update on 
our SCC website (scceast.org) under the heading 
“Social Justice”. There are many interesting articles 
and links to explore, that will challenge all of us to 
live the Gospel call to “love our neighbor” without 
excluding anyone and to put our faith into action by 
living the Catholic Social Teachings of the Church.  
-Sister Patrice Owens
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Who Are the Companions of Pauline?

Companions  of Pauline meet in St. Nicholas Convent, Wilkes-Barre, 
PA, with S. Maria Angeline Weiss (left) and S. Josephine Wagner.

     The Companions of Pauline are men and  women called by God to 
proclaim Christ to the world by living the charism of Blessed Pauline von
Mallinckrodt. They strive each day to live Gospel values on their journey of 
loving service. To date, there are some 200 Companions, both active and 
retired, working to make Christ known and loved in their own lives and
in that of others.  They live the virtues of humility, simplicity and charity 
and promote a Eucharistic spirituality through prayer, personal growth and 
ministry. There are thirteen groups of Companions who meet regularly with 
the sisters or with a lay coordinator.
     Some of their activities include: *Serving on committees for ACS and the 
Justice and Peace initiatives; *Service to the sisters in the Motherhouse; 
*Community service to local food banks; making blankets and assembling 
blessing bags for the homeless.
     Would you like to be a Companion of  Pauline? Contact a Sister of Christian 
Charity in your area or Sister Esther Falzone at sefalzone@scceast.org. 
-Sister Mary Veronica Kulsar & Sister Esther Falzone


